FRIEDENS  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

GIBSON VILLE,  N.  C. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  5,  1932 


THE  PUBLIC  CORDIALLY  INVITED 


Friedens  Church  was  founded  in  1745  by  the  early  im- 
migrants who  came  into  this  part  of  North  Carolina  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  first  house  was  a  log  building.  The 
second  church  was  built  in  1771,  a  large  two-story,  frame 
building,  and  the  church  was  re-organized  in  this  year.  An 
outdoor  pavilion  for  services  was  built  in  1790.  The  present 
church  building  was  begun  in  1868  and  was  dedicated  May 
22,  1871.  It  was  entirely  renovated  and  greatly  improved 
in  1925.  In  1928  an  annex  of  eight  rooms  was  added  for 
the  work  of  the  Sunday  School. 
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PROGRAMME 


Sunday,  June  5,  1932 
■■  ■■  ■■  ■ 

11  A.  M 

Music 

Our  Debt  and  Duty  to  the  Past  

Music 

Friedens  Cemetery  Endowment  

Music 

2  P.  M. 

Music 

Our  Honored  Dead  Hubert  A.  Summers 

Music 

Notable  Events  in  Friedens  History  Dr.  W.  T.  Whitsett 

Music 

Brief  Addresses  and  Greetings  from  Visitors 
DEDICATION  EXERCISES 

Memorial  to  the  Church  Founders 

Bronze  Marker  to  Captain  Peter  Summers 

Tribute  to  the  Scherer  Family 


—Rev.  Enoch  Hite 
Prof.  J.  H.  Joyner 


All  descendants  of  the  church  founders,  and  all  relatives  and 
connections  of  the  family  of  Capt.  Peter  Summers,  together  with 
all  friends  of  the  Scherer  families  are  especially  invited  to  be 
present  for  these  exercises. 


MEMORIAL  TO  THE  FOUNDERS 

A  Memorial  marker  just  completed  built  of  native  stone  designates 
the  site  of  the  original  church  buildings  of  1745  and  1771. 

"This  is  one  of  the  oldest  Lutheran  churches  in  North  Carolina.'7 

— History  Lutheran  Synod,  p.  108. 

"  There  were  Lutheran  congregations  along  the  Haw  River  in  1745. 77 
— Conner's  History  of  North  Carolina,  Vol.  I,  p.  176. 

"About  the  middle  of  the  last  century  (18th)  or  a  little  earlier  large 
numbers  of  Protestants  sought  refuge  from  oppression  in  North  Carolina. 
The  influx  began  about  the  year  1740;  a  small  company  or  two  came  a 
few  years  earlier."  — Caruthers  Life  of  Caldwell,  p.  85. 

In  one  of  his  letters  making  a  Report  to  the  Helmstaedt  Committer 
Rev.  Christopher  E.  Bernhard  mentions  the  following  eight  delegates  a3 
representing  the  Friedens  congregation  of  that  early  day.  These  names  rep- 
resent families  that  have  long  been  well-known  in  Friedens  church  history. 

' '  Bastian  Goehringer  (Boston  Gerringer),  Peter  Sommers  (Peter  Sum- 
mers), Antony  Goebel  (Anthony  Coble),  Ludwig  Eiselen  (Ludwig  Isley), 
Christian  Eiselen  (Christian  Isley),  John  Wagner  (John  Wagoner),  Henry 
Hardt  (Henry  Hart),  Henry  Kopp  (Henry  Cobb)."       ,       v      n  ^, 

Valuable  information  concerning  the  region  of  the  Haw  River  and  the 
Reedy  Fork  locality  in  which  Friedens  Church  is  located  may  be  gathered 
from  the  Map  of  John  Collet  dedicated  to  King  George  III,  and  from  the 
Map  of  Joshua  Fry  and  Peter  Jefferson  of  1751.  The  Great  Road  that 
came  down  from  Pennsylvania  which  was  traveled  by  the  early  immigrants 
may  be  there  traced.  These  Maps  are  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


CAPTAIN  PETER  SUMMERS 

Born  May  16,  1757;  died  August  17,  1837.  A  member  of  the  First 
North  Carolina  Battalion  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  (See  Moultrie  7s 
Memoirs,  Vol.  2,  p.  114;  also,  see  North  Carolina  Historical  Records,  Vols. 
14,  16,  17,  and  18.)  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  Friedens  Church  and 
is  buried  in  her  cemetery.  Built  the  first  brick  residence  in  Guilford  county 
in  1785,  which  still  stands  three  miles  north-east  of  the  church.  He  was 
with  President  George  Washington  and  Governor  Alexander  Martin  on 
June  2,  1791  when  President  Washington  visited  the  grounds  of  the  Battle 
of  Guilford  Court  House  twenty  miles  west  of  the  church.  (See  Washing- 
ton's Diaries  1791-1799.)  The  bronze  marker  at  his  grave  was  presented 
by  the  Guilford  Battle  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

"If  thou  art  a  patriot,  remember  the  gallant  services  rendered  thy 
country  by  the  patriot  who  sleeps  beneath  this  marble." 

— From  Inscription  on  Tombstone  of  Capt.  Summers, 
written   by  Joseph   Gibson,  Esq. 
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THE  SCHERER  FAMILY 


The  Scherer  family  has  played  a  very  important  part  in  the  history  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  America.  It  has  furnished  fifteen  ministers,  six 
college  presidents,  and  several  of  the  most  prominent  workers  in  the  mission 
lields  in  foreign  lands. 

The  original  American  settlement  of  this  family  was  in  the  Friedens 
community,  and  four  of  the  members  of  the  family  are  buried  in  Friedens 
Cemetery.  For  twenty-six  years  members  of  the  Scherer  family  served  as 
pastors  of  Friedens  Church.  The  four  that  sleep  in  the  local  cemetery  are 
as  follows: 

I. 

JACOB  DANIEL  SCHERER 

He  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  and  was  born  in  Oberbex- 
bach,  Germany,  November  11,  1726,  and  died  in  this  community  September 
25,  1795.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  in  the  Friedens  Cemetery  reads 
as  follows: 

' '  Hier  schlafet  Jacob  Daniel  Scherer  1st  gebohren  Anno  1726  den  11 
November  Nimmt  Sophia  Dick  in  zurehe  an  1775  der  7  October  zeiget  0 
kinder  and  sterbet  an  1795  den  25  September  sein  gantzes  alter  ist  6S 
J.  10  M.  14  T." 

The  translation  is  as  follows: 

' '  Here  sleeps  Jacob  Daniel  Scherer,  he  was  born  on  the  11th  of  Nov- 
vember  in  the  year  1726,  he  took  to  wife  Sophia  Dick  on  October  7,  1755, 
begot  nine  children,  and  died  on  the  26th  of  September,  1795,  aged  68  years, 
10  months,  and  14  days." 

II. 

FREDERICK  SCHERER 

He  was  a  son  of  the  pioneer,  Jacob  Daniel  Scherer,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  10th  Regiment  of  Raiford's  Company.  (See 
North  Carolina  State  Records,  Vol.  16,  p.  1166.)  He  was  born  1763  and 
died  February  20,  1817,  and  is  buried  near  his  father. 

III. 

ELIZABETH  MOSER  SCHERER 

She  was  the  first  wife  of  Rev.  Jacob  Scherer  who  served  Friedens 
Church  as  pastor  from  1810  to  1830;  and  was  the  mother  of  Rev.  Simeon 
Scherer  who  served  Friedens  as  pastor  twice. 

IV. 

REV.  SIMEON  SCHERER 

Bom  October  29,  1819,  died  July  11,  1876.  Pastor  of  Friedens  Church 
1854  to  1858,  and  from  1874  to  1876.  Father  of  Dr.  James  A.  B.  Scherer, 
founder  of  the  mission  work  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Japan,  and  of  Dr. 
M.  G.  G.  Scherer,  Secretary  of  the  United  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
from  1918  to  1932. 

"I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  generations; 
therefore,  shall  the  people  praise  thee  forever  and  forever." 

—Psalm  45:17. 
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